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T he 2030 Agenda with its 17 

Sustainable Development Goals 

and 169 targets is a universal plan of 

action for the prosperity of the people 

and the planet, to be implemented by 

all countries and all stakeholders, 

acting in collaborative partnership. 

The adoption of the Agenda at the 

United Nations Sustainable 

Development Summit on 25 

September 2015 came with the 

pledge that no one would be left 

behind, committing on having Goals 

and targets met for all nations and 

peoples and for all segments of 

society. The 17 Goals were declared 

to be integrated and indivisible and 

balance the three dimensions of 

sustainable development - economic, 

social and environmental. 

 

Within the declaration, the starting 

contest that made it necessary to 

adopt the action plan was described 

as follows (ñOur world todayò): 

ñWe are meeting at a time of 

immense challenges to sustainable 

development. Billions of our citizens 

continue to live in poverty and are 

denied a life of dignity. There are 

rising inequalities within and among 

countries. There are enormous 

disparities of opportunity, wealth and 

power. Gender inequality remains a 

key challenge. Unemployment, 

particularly youth unemployment, is a 

major concern. Global health threats, 

more frequent and intense natural 

disasters, spiralling conflict, violent 

extremism, terrorism and related 

humanitarian crises and forced 

displacement of people threaten to 

reverse much of the development 

progress made in recent decades. 

Natural resource depletion and 

adverse impacts of environmental 

degradation, including desertification, 

drought, land degradation, freshwater 

scarcity and loss of biodiversity, add 

to and exacerbate the list of 

INTRODUCTION 
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challenges which humanity faces. 

Climate change is one of the greatest 

challenges of our time and its adverse 

impacts undermine the ability of all 

countries to achieve sustainable 

development. Increases in global 

temperature, sea level rise, ocean 

acidification and other climate change 

impacts are seriously affecting 

coastal areas and low-lying coastal 

countries, including many least 

developed countries and small island 

developing States. The survival of 

many societies, and of the biological 

support systems of the planet, is at 

risk.ò 

 

Almost 9 years later, what is our 

world like today? 

 

Achieving the SDGs would benefit all, 

fostering the well-being of present 

and future generations. These are 

topics of fundamental importance for 

enabling todayôs young people to 

grow up in a fairer, more peaceful, 

more inclusive and less polluted 

world. 

When the Agenda was launched, the 

commitment was to eliminate all 

forms of discrimination and violence 

against women and girls; to end 

poverty in all its dimensions; to 

provide inclusive and equitable quality 

education at all levels; to achieve 

universal health coverage and access 

to quality health care; to build strong 

economic foundations for all our 

countries; to make fundamental 

changes in the way that our societies 

produce and consume goods and 

services; to ensure safe and regular 

migration involving full respect for 

human rights and the humane 

treatment of migrants regardless of 

migration status; to conserve and 

sustainably use natural resources; to 

build peaceful and inclusive societies 

that provide equal access to justice 

and that are based on respect for 

human rights. 

 

Where have we improved? Where 

is it still urgent to act before it is 

too late? 

 

To us, it is clear that what has been 

achieved so far is not enough. 

 

The recommendation papers 

presented here are the direct result of 

the reflections and interactions 

between young people between 16 

and 25 years, who took part in the 

SPGs - Sustainable Participation 

Goal project, during local and 

transnational implementations of 

group activities, which occurred 

between June 2023 and July 2024.  

While designing the SPGs project, 

our choice was to focus on three 

Goals:  

 

¶ NÁ 5 Gender equality. 

¶ NÁ 8 Decent work and economic 

growth. 

¶ NÁ 13 Climate action. 
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Our recommendations are addressed 

at local decision-makers in the Paris 

and Centre-Val de Loire region 

(France), the Ligurian region (Italy), 

the Lisbon and Tagus valley region 

(Portugal), the Transylvania region 

(Romania), and to European decision 

makers. 

We really hope that they will be taken 

into consideration in forthcoming 

political planning because everyoneôs 

future depends on it, including our 

own. 

INTRODUCTION 
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1   
Integrate gender equality into 

school curricula by ensuring a non

-patriarchal perspective. In 

schoolbooks, history is still too often 

reported only and exclusively from the 

male point of view, which is why it is 

necessary to review the content by 

ensuring inclusion and diversity of 

views. Itis not about rewriting history, 

but about shifting the focus and also 

highlighting the success stories of 

women who have made a difference. 

It is pressing to curb the perpetuation 

of gender stereotypes, which, in 

childrenôs books, still often sees the 

female figure caged in the roles of a 

mother or housekeeper, while the 

male figure is heroic and 

adventurous. Promoting education in 

gender equality from a young age 

means promoting mutual respect. 

 

2   
Introduce students in schools to 

the knowledge of gender identity 

and increase activities related to 

sex education. Education about 

feelings, illustrating the infinite ways 

in which people can live their gender 

identity, would allow more and more 

people to learn not to "be afraid" of 

what they do not know. Education 

about feelings and devoting more 

time to sex education are elements 

that are still minimal in school 

curricula and often taught only 

through a scientific approach. 

 

3   
Guarantee access to education for 

young women and provide specific 

grants for women depending on their 

merit, but also on specific family or 

environment conditions that might 

SDG 5 

Gender Equality 
 

This section delivers recom-
mendations for European de-
cision makers, collected with-
in the partnership, on how to 
integrate SGD 5. 

EUROPEAN 
LEVEL 
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EUROPEAN 
LEVEL 

prevent them from accessing 

schooling and higher education. It is 

by empowering, but also by allowing 

women to develop their potential 

without impairments that we can 

create more equality. Given that men 

are always put first in our society, it is 

necessary that actions are taken to 

counterbalance that factor. 

 

4   
Emphasise the importance of 

education and life principles. 

Support educational initiatives that 

instil positive life principles and 

promote gender equality from an 

early age. Education is the foundation 

for shaping attitudes and behaviours. 

By integrating gender equality and 

ethical principles into the curriculum, 

future generations can develop a 

more inclusive and respectful outlook. 

 

5   
Appeal to member states to ensure 

that all women and girls have 

access to quality sexual and 

reproductive health services and 

education, including safe 

contraception and legal abortion. 

Nowadays, several countries are 

facing a controversial loss of social 

rights, but European institutions can 

reverse this trend by imposing 

policies and regulations on these 

matters. 

 

6   
Harmonise maternity and paternity 

leave to balance professional and 

personal life equally for men and 

women. Continuing to give longer 

maternity leaves is a way to reiterate 

that women are a more important 

family figure than men and should 

have a more nurturing and caring role 

within the relationship. It is also 

discriminatory of male same sex 

couples that are parents. Having a 

similar amount of time for paternity 

and maternity leaves would mean 

allowing at a systemic level for 

parents to define their roles within the 

family the way they see it fit and to 

allow for dads to take on a more 

nurturing role for their kids. 

 

7   
Put a stop to the gender pay gap 

through clear legislation and put 

companies through regular and 

random audits, to check that the 

legislation is respected. The salary 

gap and, therefore, the lower 

spending power of women has a big 

responsibility in gender inequality, it 

promotes the idea that women can 

achieve less than men and strips 

them of their ability to be as 

independent and autonomous, 

especially if they live with men. This is 

a very important step toward women 

empowerment, but mostly towards 

allowing them financial freedom. 
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8   
Guarantee contractual pro-tection 

for women returning to work after 

maternity leave. There should be 

strict implementation and monitoring 

of legislation promoting gender 

equality across Europe, including 

measures to combat discrimination in 

the workplace. Sanctioning 

discriminatory behaviour ensures 

accountability and fosters a fairer 

work environment. All too often, 

pregnant women are at risk of losing 

their jobs, or, when they return from 

their maternity leave, they find a very 

hostile work environment. Bringing 

children into the world is a choice but 

should be a free one and cannot be a 

source of economic or social 

penalisation, or an obstacle to 

independence. 

 

9   
Enforce strict regulations to 

prevent the marginalisation and 

exploitation of women, ensuring 

equal opportunities based on merit. 

Recognising and addressing the 

marginalisation of women, including 

in religious contexts, and ensuring 

that qualified women receive 

opportunities based on merit rather 

than political affiliation, promotes a 

more equitable society. This can also 

include legislative measures to 

ensure equal pay for equal work and 

removing gender-specific taxes.  

 

10    
Try and respect parity within the 

European Parliament. The examples 

of gender equality should come from 

ñaboveò and the European parliament 

could impose that the lists of deputies 

that we can vote for have an equal 

number of men and women and a 

good representation of different ethnic 

groups as well. The same could be 

imposed on in-country parliaments 

and governments. 

 

11   
Promote advocacy campaigns on 

gender equality at European level 

and at member states level, 

actively lead by the European 

Parliament. These campaigns should 

be designed and implemented by the 

active participation of a diversity of 

women and girls both as 

professionals, as representative of 

formal and informal groups and as 

citizens. MEPs could monitor these 

campaigns also by reinforcing their 

links with their local supporters. 

 

12   
Introduce continuous training for 

public officials on gender equality. 

Implement ongoing training 

programmes for public officials on 

achieving gender equality and 

empowering women and girls. 

EUROPEAN 
LEVEL 
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Regular training can raise awareness, 

reduce discriminatory practices, and 

equip public officials with the tools to 

support gender equality effectively.  

 

13    
Creating a mandatory training 

focused on gender equality and 

discrimination pattern for law 

enforcement, to be implemented by 

outside specialised institutions to 

ensure the quality of the education 

and the impartiality of the evaluation 

method. Anyone who does not attend 

the training or does not pass the final 

evaluation test cannot possibly 

become a person authorised to 

exercise power over citizens. As 

authoritative figures are invested with 

special powers and with the liaison 

role between government and 

citizens, law enforcement 

representatives should be the safest 

and most educated, also on gender 

equality matters. 

 

14   
Introduce state subsidies for 

mothers who have to feed their 

children with infant formula. In 

many cases, women who are unable 

to feed their children by breastfeeding 

have to bear very high costs for the 

purchase of infant formula. Nutrition 

of newborns should be a guaranteed 

right for everyone. 

 

15    
Control the prices of feminine 

hygiene items such as tampons, 

pads and menstrual cups. 

Beginning with puberty, women incur 

expenses for the management of their 

period on a regular basis and at costs 

that are often significant. The EU 

could give a worldwide signal by 

making these articles, which are 

fundamental and not optional, 

accessible to all women, regardless 

of their economic status. 

 

16    
Raise awareness on the topic of 

consent both in private and public 

settings as critical step for 

achieving gender equality. One of 

the most frequent forms of disrespect 

towards women and girls by men and 

patriarchal institutions is their misuse 

of the consent notion. In recent years, 

we saw different policies in the field of 

Health and Education advocating for 

a change of perspective and focus 

when talking about consent, but it 

remains a crucial factor in the 

relationship between different 

genders. 

 

17    
Promote gender equality as an 

ideal without extremism. Encourage 

gender equality as a guiding principle, 

avoiding extreme measures and 

EUROPEAN 
LEVEL 
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polarising language. Striving for 

gender equality should be a 

fundamental goal, but to many people 

who are not familiar with the 

principles, it can feel alienating and 

look like a strange obsession. By 

fostering a balanced approach and 

using a language that people can 

relate to and understand, the EU can 

promote fair treatment and 

opportunities for all genders without 

polarizing the debate. 

 

18   
Raise awareness about issues 

related to gender-based hate and 

discrimination. Invest in awareness-

raising and information campaigns to 

educate the public and promote 

positive narratives about gender 

equality. Gender equality can only be 

achieved if people from diverse 

communities understand, accept and 

embrace the principles. Traditional 

gender roles, gender discrimination 

and gender-based violence are 

deeply rooted in the culture of many 

European countries. Raising 

awareness and educating the public 

in a respectful and thought-provoking 

way will help to build trust and 

credibility among constituents and 

stakeholders. 

 

19   
Increase funding for shelters and 

support centres for the victims of 

gender-based violence. Ensure 

victims of violence have access to 

safe and confidential support 

services. The EU should also oblige 

member states to implement effective 

strategies to prevent and combat 

gender-based violence, including 

support for victims and rehabilitation 

programmes for perpetrators. 

EUROPEAN 
LEVEL 
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20   
Finalise the standardisation of all 

diplomas at a European level to 

facilitate the mobility of young 

graduates and the possibility to work 

abroad. This would not only give 

more weight to European studies 

throughout the world, but also allow 

students to move within Europe 

during their studies and to find a 

suitable job in any European country, 

instead of being tied to the one 

country they were educated in. It 

would boost the sense of belonging to 

the common European citizenship in 

young people, reducing nationalism 

and strengthening cohesion. 

 

21   
Standardize university pro-grammes 

aimed at working students, who in 

some countries have to buy additional 

textbooks in order to take exams as 

non-attendance students, while the 

coursesô annual planning is not flexible 

enough to meet the needs of a worker. 

Under these conditions, a student who 

needs an income to support themself 

during their studies ends up spending 

more time and money on earning a 

degree than one who can economically 

afford to focus full-time on studying and 

attending classes. 

 

22   
Promote and encourage education 

development by supporting initiatives 

to enhance education systems across 

member states, focusing on quality 

and accessibility. As education is the 

foundation of a progressive society, 

by investing in and promoting robust 

educational frameworks the EU can 

ensure that future generations are 

well-equipped with the knowledge 

and skills necessary for the modern 

world. 

SDG 8 

Decent Work 
and Economic 
Growth 
 

This section delivers recom-
mendations for European de-
cision makers, collected with-
in the partnership, on how to 
integrate SGD 8. 

EUROPEAN 
LEVEL 
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23   
Invest in non-formal and informal 

education in order to prepare the 

next generations for the jobs of the 

future. It is fundamental to give the 

same importance to professional and 

technical competences and to life 

competences and soft skills, also 

including cultural competencies in 

each individualôs curriculum. 

 

24   
/hange the perception of manual 

labour. Promote the manual know-

how and give the same credit to these 

talents and skills as to other types of 

work, by providing equal workersô 

right and salaries to people in manual 

labour as to people working at desks. 

The lower salaries, the more difficult 

working conditions as well as the bad 

social recognition that some manual 

work gets, brings fewer and fewer 

people towards wanting to do these 

jobs rather than desk jobs, even in 

cases where it could actually suit their 

capabilities and interests. It is also 

necessary to advocate for EU-wide 

campaigns to de-stigmatise manual 

labour and emphasise its essential 

role in society. By promoting the 

value and dignity of manual work, the 

EU can help address labour 

shortages in critical trades and 

ensure that these professions receive 

the respect and recognition they 

deserve. 

25   
Enforce non-discriminatory 

measures within the workplace. 

There needs to be an equality-based 

scheme for employment so that 

everyone really gets a chance, and so 

that the workplace is inclusive. 

Consciously making an effort to have 

people from diverse backgrounds in 

the workplace and within the work 

team would ensure that everyone 

gets a fair opportunity, regardless of 

their gender, race, ethnicity, sexual 

orientation or disability. 

 

26   
Harmonise the member countriesô 

laws on minimum wage and ensure 

that a minimum wage is mandatory 

in each country. That could be done 

following a specific price-of-living 

indicator in each European country 

and ensuring that minimum wages 

are built up on this standard ï which 

would make the living cost equivalent 

in every country. This way, we would 

ensure a decent quality of life for 

every worker within the European 

union and ensure similar comfort 

conditions in every country as well.  

  

27   
Advocate for recruitment 

processes across EU countries to 

assign greater relevance to the 

actual skills and abilities of the 

candidate rather than to the type of 

EUROPEAN 
LEVEL 



21  

SPGs RECOMMENDATION PAPER 

diploma acquired, by testing more 

candidates in practice to determine 

whether they would fit for a job rather 

than excluding the large majority by 

simply looking at CVs. That way, 

people from lots of different 

backgrounds and countries of origin 

could apply to a much larger range of 

jobs and access employment without 

being discriminated against on school

-based results, too closely linked to 

the place where they were born and 

to their economic capacity to bear the 

cost of their studies.  

 

28   
Advocate for EU-wide standards to 

ensure decent working conditions 

and increase penalties for 

employers who do not comply with 

legal obligations regarding safety 

at work. The incidence of life-

threatening work-related accidents is 

still very significant in many EU 

countries. A new control mechanism 

and stricter sanctions must be 

formulated to ensure that employers 

and employees are equally protected. 

Fair compensation and improved 

working conditions are fundamental to 

worker satisfaction and economic 

stability.  

 

29   
Establish a European exchange 

programme between workers of 

the same category. As it happens for 

students, it would be personally 

enriching as well as highly formative 

for workers employed in the same 

field to be able to participate in 

exchanges with other countries. It 

would be particularly useful in areas 

relating to new technologies, 

education, renewable energy and 

sustainable production systems with 

the aim to strengthen the 

competences of European 

citizenship, beyond national borders, 

on issues of vital importance for the 

future of the EU. 

 

30   
Establish European trainings and 

exchange programmes among 

craftsmen. In a world that tends 

progressively to technologies and 

specialisation, craft professions are 

increasingly at risk of extinction. The 

threat is that some professions 

disappear ï not because they are no 

longer needed, but because nobody 

has been able to preserve and pass 

on the competence. It is necessary to 

set up programmes to maintain these 

jobs and develop artisansô skills, 

including through the introduction of 

new approaches that protect the 

environment. 

  

31   
Secure workers' rights, including 

the right to unionise and collective 

bargaining. Both are important as a 

protection of the litigation in the 

labour court against the onslaught 

EUROPEAN 
LEVEL 
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from the employers' sectors. Today, 

the precarity of contracts is directly 

connected to the atomisation of the 

individual bargaining. European 

growth must be in accordance with 

human development criteria. 

  

32   
Encourage the entrepreneurial 

spirit among young people and 

support local entrepreneurship and 

innovation. Provide financial support 

and resources to small and medium-

sized enterprises (SMEs) and 

innovative start-ups, including social 

businesses. Entrepreneurship and 

innovation, including social 

innovation, are crucial for economic 

growth and job creation. Facilitating 

access to funding, training, and 

resources can stimulate economic 

development and foster a culture of 

innovation and entrepreneurship 

within the EU. 

  

33   
Invest in useful end sustainable 

infrastructure while supporting green 

economic growth and digital 

innovation. The European economic 

growth must be in line with the 

principle of taking care of the 

ñCommon Homeò, have a Human 

Rights focus and be based on human 

development criteria, defined by the 

UN. Investing in green infrastructure 

and technologies accelerates the 

transition to a low-carbon economy, 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions 

and environmental impact. 

Sustainable infrastructure projects 

enhance productivity and efficiency in 

various sectors by providing reliable 

energy, transportation, and 

communication systems.  

 

34   
Ensure that everyone has access 

to high-speed internet regardless of 

their location, avoiding disparity 

linked, for example, to centre vs. 

peripheries, north vs. south, and 

urban vs. rural areas. This would 

decrease inequalities and promote 

fair economic growth. It is crucial to 

invest in digital infrastructure, 

including high-speed broadband 

networks and data centres, to support 

digital transformation and innovation 

across all sectors. 

 

35   
Increase effort in reducing the 

environmental impact of economic 

activities. There is no future for an 

economic growth based on extractive 

resources, attacks on biodiversity 

systems and emissions of carbon. EU 

policies need to strengthen compliance 

mechanisms and monitoring systems to 

ensure that businesses adhere to 

environmental regulations and achieve 

set targets. It is also necessary to 

support corporate social responsibility 

(CSR) initiatives that focus on reducing 

environmental impact and promoting 

sustainable practices throughout the 

supply chain. 

EUROPEAN 
LEVEL 
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36   
To face an economic growth based 

on fairness and social justice, 

European decision makers must 

appeal for a large end strong 

cooperation between member 

countries and European 

institutions, mainly the European 

parliament and European Council. 

Improve the coordination of economic 

and social policies at European level 

in order to ensure that laws are 

coherent and effective in promoting 

sustainable economic growth and 

decent work. It is also important to 

create bodies with the role of 

monitoring laws and policies 

implementations.  

 

37   
Support developing countries in 

their efforts to achieve economic 

growth and decent work. Our 

ñCommon Homeò is shared with third 

countries with whom we need to 

cooperate, sharing knowledge and 

resources to help them building 

strong and inclusive economies. This 

must be achieved by applying 

cooperation strategies based on 

mutual respect, in a win-win 

cooperation form, refraining from the 

submissission of one country to 

another. 

 

 

 

 

38   
Improve electoral integrity and 

accountability. Implement stricter 

regulations and oversight to ensure 

elected officials remain committed to 

public service rather than personal 

gain. Ensuring transparency and 

accountability in the political 

processes can help prevent 

corruption and build public trust. This 

includes monitoring the use of public 

funds and ensuring that elected 

officials act in the best interest of their 

constituents while safeguarding the 

dignity of the European workforce. 

EUROPEAN 
LEVEL 
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39   
Support waste collection and 

management initiatives by 

promoting EU-wide schemes for 

waste collection in open spaces, 

alongside public awareness 

campaigns. A minimum number of 

garbage bins in each street could be 

imposed by law ï while travelling 

through Europe thanks to the SPGs 

project, we noticed that not all 

countries have the same rate of bins 

available in public spaces, which 

might make people feel entitled to 

throw garbage on the ground, both in 

the city and in rural areas. 

Establishing a legislation at European 

level would ensure that every country 

in Europe makes a step forward in 

reducing littering, with a positive 

impact on everyday quality of life. 

Effective waste management is 

crucial for reducing pollution and 

protecting ecosystems. By supporting 

these initiatives, raising awareness 

about their importance and providing 

opportunities for exchange of ideas 

and knowledge, the EU can 

encourage community involvement 

and responsibility towards a cleaner 

environment. 

 

40   
Forbid the use of disposable 

plastics. This type of packaging is 

among the most damaging for the 

environment and is extremely harmful 

for humans as well as for the animal 

world. By forbidding disposable 

plastics at European level, we ensure 

that everyone changes their 

consumption habits and favours a 

less polluting lifestyle. That would 

also drastically reduce the amount of 
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waste that each family produces and 

could make a big difference in the 

pollution emission of European Union 

as a whole, while protecting the 

ecosystems. 

 

41   
Impose stricter norms on vehicles 

to improve air quality, as the CO2 

emitted by the everyday use of our 

cars is still too high. At the same time, 

it is necessary to invest in the public 

transport system by extending it to 

areas not served to date and making 

it more efficient and economical so 

that people are encouraged to use it 

instead of their private cars. 

 

42   
Promote green transportation 

infrastructure to drastically reduce 

EU carbon footprint. Advocate for 

the development of eco-friendly public 

transport systems and infrastructure 

for electric vehicles. Green 

transportation reduces greenhouse 

gas emissions and improves air 

quality.  

 

43   
Invest in education to sustainable 

urban mobility by promoting the use 

of bicycles as means of transport, 

private or shared ones, through 

awareness raising and promotional 

campaigns, economic incentives to 

purchase and international dedicated 

days. Bicycles are alternative means 

of transportation that respect the 

environment while contributing to the 

physical well-being of the people who 

use them. 

 

44   
Support sustainable agricultural 

practices that reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions and protect 

biodiversity. Stop the use of harmful 

pesticides that hurt people and 

damage the environment. Offer better 

support to agricultural workers that 

decide to move to a more organic 

production, even if that means 

reducing productivity in terms of 

quantity. Agricultural pollution is one 

of the greatest sources of pollution on 

the planet, but the cost of reducing it 

cannot be borne by farmers. They 

must be encouraged to initiate this 

change by offering them economic 

incentives and tax relief. 

 

45   
Impose drastic laws on carbon 

emission for big companies or 

individuals with very high carbon 

footprints. Set a price on CO2 

emissions and invest revenues from 

the carbon pricing system in 

measures to mitigate and adapt to 

climate change and in clean 

technologies. Recognise a certain 

level of carbon emission as a crime 
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passible of law pursuits so that the 

risk incurred by offenders is 

significant enough to induce them to 

adopt more virtuous behaviours. 

 

46   
Set a final date for the phase-out of 

coal, oil and natural gas and really 

commit to respecting it. Remove 

fossil fuel subsidies to make clean 

energy more competitive and invest in 

renewable energy projects. 

Encourage broader adoption of 

renewable energy sources such as 

solar, hydroelectric, and wind power 

through funding and policy support. 

Transitioning to renewable energy is 

critical for reducing reliance on fossil 

fuels and combating climate change. 

MEPs can facilitate this shift by 

promoting policies and investments in 

sustainable energy technologies. This 

will ensure that nobody is left behind 

in the green transition, and that green 

energy sources will be affordable for 

everyone. 

 

47   
Implement stricter policies and 

regulations to improve energy 

efficiency in buildings, 

transportation and industry, and 

enforce penalties for non-compliance 

to ensure that the regulations are 

taken seriously and have the desired 

impact. Buildings, transportation and 

industry together account for the 

majority of global greenhouse gas 

emissions. Energy efficiency directly 

reduces the amount of energy 

needed to perform tasks, thereby 

decreasing the burning of fossil fuels 

and the resulting carbon dioxide 

emissions. It is fundamental to 

support research and development of 

cutting-edge energy-efficient 

technologies at EU level through 

grants and subsidies.  

 

48   
Invest in a permanent collaboration 

between European universities for 

the periodic organisation of calls 

for ideas that will allow European 

students to present their proposals of 

social innovation to mitigate the 

effects of climate change which are 

systematically affecting all countries 

nowadays. Providing for the funding 

of worthwhile projects would allow the 

testing of social impact pilot actions, 

through the launch of new start-ups or 

the setting up of collaboration with 

existing companies. 

 

49   
Expand protected natural areas, 

and to secure and allocate EU 

funds for reforestation projects, 

the development of green spaces, 

orchards, and organic vineyards. 

These actions are essential for 

carbon sequestration and biodiversity 

conservation and require significant 

investment, which the EU can help 

provide through dedicated funding 
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programmes. Forests and natural 

ecosystems are vital carbon sinks, 

absorbing significant amounts of CO2 

from the atmosphere. At the same 

time, healthy soils in reforested and 

protected areas store carbon, 

preventing its release into the 

atmosphere. Expanding protected 

areas safeguards habitats for diverse 

species, promoting biodiversity and 

ecosystem stability. Biodiversity-rich 

areas provide essential ecosystem 

services, such as pollination, water 

purification, and climate regulation, 

which are crucial for human well-

being. 

 

50   
Restore urban greenery by 

providing each year for the planting of 

trees and the creation of green areas 

respecting a fixed quantitative 

standard at European level and 

based on the number of inhabitants of 

the area concerned. The presence of 

urban greens makes cities more 

liveable by purifying air quality and 

mitigating the effects of extreme 

climatic events. For example, soil 

absorbs water in case of heavy rain, 

trees offer shade and cool areas 

against hot weather. Strictly check 

those standards and provide 

sanctions for European cities that do 

not respect them. Urban living 

condition are deteriorating every year, 

with enormous damage to the health 

of their citizens. 

51   
Discourage wild animal trafficking. 

Wild species are often overharvested 

for commercial purposes, leading to 

population declines and even 

extinction. The wildlife trade is a 

major driver of biodiversity loss, 

impacting thousands of species 

worldwide. As every species plays a 

specific role in its ecosystem, the 

removal of certain species due to 

trade can disrupt food chains and 

ecological balance, leading to 

unforeseen consequences for entire 

ecosystems. In fact, wild species 

contribute to the genetic diversity 

necessary for ecosystems to adapt to 

changes and stresses, such as 

climate change and diseases. As 

wildlife trafficking is often linked to 

organised crime and corruption, 

discouraging it at EU level will also 

contribute to promoting the rule of 

law.  

 

52   
Support diplomatic efforts and 

international cooperations to end 

conflicts and promote peace. 

Armed conflicts often lead to the 

destruction of ecosystems, 

deforestation, and habitat loss, 

exacerbating biodiversity loss and 

reducing carbon sinks. They can also 

result in significant pollution of air, 

water, and soil due to the use of 

explosives, oil spills, and chemical 
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weapons, which can have long-term 

environmental impacts. The EU 

needs to support diplomatic efforts to 

mediate and resolve conflicts through 

peaceful dialogue and negotiation, 

prioritising non-violent solutions, by 

investing in peacebuilding initiatives 

that address the root causes of 

conflict such as poverty, inequality, 

and resource scarcity, fostering long-

term stability. By prioritising peace, 

MEPs can help create a more stable 

and sustainable environment for 

implementing ecological initiatives. 

 

53   
Develop and promote green 

financial instruments like green 

bonds to attract investments in 

sustainable projects. These 

instruments can significantly 

accelerate the transition to a low-

carbon economy by attracting 

investments in initiatives that address 

climate change, promote 

environmental sustainability, and 

foster economic growth. By offering 

attractive returns and aligning with 

investors' growing interest in 

sustainability, green financial 

instruments can draw in private 

capital, complementing public funding 

for climate action. Investments in 

green projects stimulate economic 

activity and create jobs in emerging 

sectors such as renewable energy, 

energy efficiency, and sustainable 

transportation. 

 

54   
Support research projects focused 

on climate mitigation and 

adaptation technologies. This can 

include grants, subsidies, and tax 

incentives for both public and private 

sector R&D initiatives. It can also be 

done by encouraging partnerships 

between universities, research 

institutions, and private companies to 

leverage diverse expertise and 

resources or by establishing 

innovation hubs and incubators that 

can provide startups and researchers 

with the necessary resources, 

mentorship, and networking 

opportunities to develop and scale 

their innovations. It is fundamental to 

invest in research to improve the 

efficiency and reduce the cost of solar 

panels, wind turbines, and other 

renewable energy technologies. At 

the same time, it is crucial to support 

the development of sustainable 

bioenergy sources such as algae-

based biofuels and waste-to-energy 

technologies.  

 

55   
Invest in circular economy 

initiatives aiming to minimise 

waste and make the most of 

resources by creating closed-loop 

systems where products, materials, 

and resources are reused, 

refurbished, and recycled. By 

reducing the need for new raw 

materials, the circular economy 
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decreases energy consumption and 

emissions associated with extraction, 

production, and transportation. At the 

same time, a circular economy 

creates new opportunities in 

recycling, repair, and remanufacturing 

industries, fostering economic growth 

and job creation. European policies 

could encourage manufacturers to 

design products that are durable, 

easily repairable, and upgradable to 

extend their lifecycle and reduce 

waste. The policies could be enforced 

by establishing schemes that hold 

producers accountable for the entire 

lifecycle of their products, including 

take-back, recycling, and final 

disposal. Incentives should be 

provided for companies that adopt 

sustainable practices and use 

recycled materials in their production 

processes. 

 

56   
Establish and enforce standards 

for sustainable fashion production, 

covering aspects such as the carbon 

footprint, waste reduction, and ethical 

labor practices. Provide incentives for 

companies that adopt sustainable and 

eco-friendly materials such as organic 

cotton, recycled fibers, and 

biodegradable fabrics. In this regard, 

we consider it extremely important to 

support the growth of second-hand 

clothing markets and sharing 

platforms that encourage consumers 

to buy and sell pre-owned clothing. 

Policies and investments should be 

supported by EU level awareness 

raising campaigns to educate 

consumers about the environmental 

impact of fast fashion and the benefits 

of sustainable alternatives, 

encouraging them to make mindful 

purchasing decisions, focusing on 

quality over quantity and prioritising 

sustainable brands.  
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